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Yolo Basin Foundation
Board of Directors, July 1997

The following is a listing of the board of directors with a brief description of their
professional affiliations:

John Anderson  University of California, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (retired)
Yolo Co. Resource Conservation District, associate director
Founding member Calif. Native Grass Association
Owner, Hedgerow Farms,
Farmer actively involved in native habitat restoration and
commercial production of native grass seed for restoration.

Manny Carbahal Chief Financial Officer, YBF Executive Committee

Certified Public Accountant, Carbahal & Co.
Yolo County Chamber of Commerce
City of Davis Chamber of Commerce

Dennis Kilkenny Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club
Loan officer, First Northern Bank of Dixon

Robin Kulakow  Secretary, YBF Executive Committee
Executive Director
Masters of Administration, UC Davis
USDA, Forest Service, Soil Scientist
Putah Creek Council, treasurer
Cache Creek Conservancy board of directors

Betsy Marchand  Yolo County Board of Supervisors (former)
American River Watershed Investigation, Executive
Committee
Yolo-Solano Flood Control & Water Conservation District
Governmental Affairs, Families First

Frank MacBride  President, MacBride Realty Co., Sacramento
Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club

Ken Noack Jr. KVIE Public Television, President, Board of Directors
Land Broker, Bishop Hawk, Sacramento

Susan Sanders Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
Consulting wildlife biologist (freelance)
Putah Creek Council, co-chair
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society
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Stephen Sheppard YBF Executive Committee
Environmental Planner, EDAW (San Francisco)
Ph.D. in Environmental Planning, UC Berkeley
Wildlife artist

Paul Simmons President, YBF Executive Committee
Attorney at law, De Cuir and Somach, Sacramento

Meg Stallard Vice President, Woodland School Board
League of Women Voters

Brian Sway Vice-president, YBF Executive Committee
Energy Industry consultant

Chris Unkel California Nature Conservancy, Director, California
Wetlands Program
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Board of Directors
Former Coordinator California Wildlands Program, Department
of Fish and Game

Lois Wolk Mayor , City of Davis
Council liaison for water and wetlands ,
Member, Yolo County Water Resources Association

Former Board members:

Ted Beedy Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
Consulting wildlife biologist-Jones & Stokes Associates
Author, Discovering Sierra Birds
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society

Steve Chainey Consulting Restoration Ecologist, Jones & Stokes
Associates
Putah Creek Council, Co-Chair
Cache Creek Conservancy Board of Directors

Renee Fitzsimons Public Outreach Coordinator, Stone Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge (former)
Master of Science , Environmental Communication, CSU,
Sacramento
Former chair, Sunrise Recreation & Park District Board

John Ott Principal, Sequoia Associates, Davis (land development)



Attachment 4
Table 1
Cost Breakdown

Cost Breakdown
Discover the Flyway
Expenses
Year 1 Year2
1998/99 1999/00
STAFF 3% COLA
Exec. Director $ 6,000 § 6,180
Program Coord.
80hr/mo $ 13,200 $ 13,596
Interpreter
80hr/mo $ 13,440 $§ 13,843
Admin, Asst.

15 hi/mo $ 2,520 $ 2,596
Total Labor $ 35,160 $§ 36,215
Phase 1a:
teacher workshops(grade 2-6) and school field trips (same as 1997)
Direct Costs:

Operations & materials $ 7,896 % 3,133

Phase 1b: add stakeholder field trips
(recruit and train volunteer Guides, develop stakeholder contacts, make
presentations (speakers bureau), give field trips, do follow up with groups.)

Direct Costs:
Operations & materials  $ 6,175 § 6,360
Subtotal Project 1 _
Operations + Labor $ 49,231 $ 50,708
Indirect Costs Project 1:
Overhead at

10% $ 4923 § 5,071
Total Project 1 $ 54,154 § 55,778
YBF Portion 50% $ 27,077
Calfed Portion 50% $ 27,077
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Attachment 4
Table 1
Cost Breakdown

Cost Breakdown
Discover the Flyway

Expenses
Year1 Year 2

Phase 2: add grades 7-12, youth organizations, more public trips

Direct Costs:
Operations & materials $ 7,410

Indirect Costs Project 2:
Overhead at

10% $ 741
Total Cost Project 2 $ 8,151
Project 1+Project 2
Total Cost $ 63929
YBF Portion 40% $ 25,572
Calfed Portion 60% $ 38,358

Page 2



Attachment 5, Table 2, Discover the Flyway, Schedule Milestones*, Phases 1-3

Mar  Apr

May Jun  Jul _Aug Sept Oct

Nov Dec

Feb

“Prog Yr 1997/98
Phase 1

Hire coordinator yr 1 only
Plan workshops

Recruit Teachers

Recrit Volunteers
Teacher Workshops
Develop educ. materials
Field Trips

Prog Yr 1998/99

Phase 1 same as above
Phase 2

Hire interpreter yr 1 only
Train interpreter

Develop educ. materials
Recruit/train vol guides
Recruit stakeholder groups
Make presentations
Schedule field trips

Program Yr 1999/00
Phase 1 same as above
Phase 2 same as above
Phase 3

Develop educ materials
suited to grades 7-12
Recruit teachers

Hold teacher workshops
Schedule trips

X

X

»

X

X X

* Planning year goes from Mar 1-Feb 28 in order to prepare for following year programs.
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References
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Elected Officials:
Congressman Vic Fazio
722-B Main

Woodland CA 95695
666-5521

Helen Thomson

Assemblywoman, Eighth District

State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
445-8368

Betsy Marchand

Yolo County Board of Supervisors,

retired

926 Craig Place
Davis CA 95616
756-0521

Lois Wolk
Mayor

City of Davis
1209 Colby
Davis CA 95616
756-9655

Meg Stallard

Vice Chair

Woodland School Board
10 Toyon Drive
Woodland CA 95695
666-0154

Governmental Agencies:

Doug Wheeler

Secretary

Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
654-2753

Dave Paullin
Coordinator

Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture

2233 Watt Ave, Suite 375

Sacramento CA 95825-0509

979-2085

NS e A LI ol

Col. Dorothy K. Klasse
District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento CA 95814
557-7490

Ryan Broddrick

Deputy Director
Department of Fish & Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
653-0991

Tanis Toland

Planning Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento CA 95814
557-6717

Craig Stowers

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Manager
Department of Fish & Game

45211 County Road 32B

Davis, CA 95616

757-2461

Non-profit Conservation Organizations:

Keith Rubin

Executive Director

California Waterfowl Association
4630 Northgate Boulevard, Suite 150
Sacramento CA 95834
648-1406

Ron Stromstad

Director of Operations

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

3074 Gold Canal Drive

Rancho Cordova CA 95670-6116
852-2000

Ann Brice

Executive Director

Cache Creek Conservancy
34490 County Road 25
Woodland CA 95695
661-1070
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University of California:

Joyce Gutstein

Assoc. Director

Public Service Research Program
UC Davis

Davis CA 93616

752-7823

Peter Moyle

Professor

University of California

Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
Davis CA 95616

752-6355

Education:

Barbara Wells
Principal

Pioneer School
5215 Hamel Drive
Davis CA 95616
757-5480

Private Sector:

Fred Teichert

Executive Director

Teichert Foundation

P.O. Box 15002
Sacramento CA 95851-1002
484-3011, 484-3364
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NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

COMPANY NAME

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as "prospective contractor”) hereby certifies, unles
spcciﬁcélly exempted, compliance with Government Code Section 12990 (a-f) and California Code o
Regulations, Title 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements- and” th
development, implementation and maintenance of a Nondiscrimination Program. Prospective contracio
agrees not to unlawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant fo
employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (inchudin
HIV and AIDS), medical condition (¢ancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leav
and denial of pregnancy disability leave. '

CERTIFICATION

I, the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the prospectiv
contractor to the above described certification. I am fully aware that this certification, executed om th,
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Califcizsia

OFFICIAL'S NAME

Robin T Kolakpw

DATE EXECUTED EXECUTED IN THE COUNTY OF

PROSPECTIVE CO 71;;15 sé::m? 7 YQ[ 0
“Filsn 4 I Aalaoiv

PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTOR'S v .
“Execobve Director

. NoTo Basin Foond <t aﬁlfmc,
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Newspaper Atrticles

Sacramento Bee

Davis Enterprise
Woodland Daily Democrat
West Sacramento Press

Wetland Link International News
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© he' groundbretking teremonies “thls
‘““morning for the creation of a $16 mil-

 lion wildlife refuge in the Yolo Bypass flood
' channel west of Sacramento represents the

» culmination of seven years of effort by envi- .
' ronmentalists and a wide range of federal, -

+ state and local officials. Nearly all agree that
: much of the credit for finally bringing these

, in Kulakow, executive director the Yolo Ba-
: sin Foundation.

. The big question for the future is whether .
¢ this samme spirit of cooperation can be pre--. .

served ~Dnce the construction is finished and
‘ “the birds move in.

: The project envisions reconfiguring 3,400
'acres of the flood channel with trees, brush
,and ponds that would provide an important
‘new habitat along the Pacific Flyway. The
.work won't restore the area to its natural
'state but aims instead at creating a hybrid

rF-.nmromrmnt that would be more hospitable .
‘to wildlife yet still not interfere with the use .
- -pnce endangered species settle there, or if
- changes have to be made for flood protec-
he record of success for artificial wet- _ tion, that attitude 'could change. The Fish
" and Wlld,hfe biologists made no promises for
:. the future, and state officials argued in 1994 -
" that they had no ¢hoice but to make a leap of -
-~ faith ‘that the wildlife agency would act in

'satisfied they've come up with a design that .. ‘good faith as the project evolves.

. 'of the bypass for ﬂood protectlon

: lands projects of this kind is mixed;

.peOple just aren’t.as .experienced yet as
:Mother Nature at ‘building habitats. But
istate and federal flood control officials are

{ *won't interfere with current operation of the
'bypass And state Fish and Game officials
rare confident they can construct all that ad-

*ditional marsh area in 4 way that will still
'keep the resulting mosquite population low
+enough so that there won't be any threat to
: pubhc health.

Refugé in 'd?ﬂdbd channel

"= The Corps,of Engineers acknowledges,

~ however, that its"calculations only apply to |

the way the bypass is being run now, ngt to
‘any changes that may be made in the years
“ahead. One of the options currently under

- consideration for enhancing flood protection

- for the Sacramento ‘metropolitan area calls -
' for passing much greater volumes
i disparate interests together belongs to Rob-

“water
into. the bypass during extremely rainy peri-

“"ods. That would require major structural
~ changes in the bypass itself. But the Army

engineers haven't determined how those
changes might conflict with the new habitat
area — or if there’d be any conflict at all.

--he question is important because much

% of the success of the habitat depends
“ultimately upon the good will of the U.S.
¥Fish and Wildlife Service, an agency that
has often received low marks as a coopera-
tive partner, The feds signed a formal agree-
ment in 1994 promising not to interfere with
the state’s initial plan for the habitat. But

‘The proponents of the wildlife refuge have

~ had to overcome a lot of bureaucratic resis- -

tance to bring about taday’s celebration. But.
their respons1b111ty won’t end with the turn-
ing of a first spadeful of earth. There are still
plenty of questions that won't have answers
until the refuge goes into operation.




The Sacramento Bee

A variety of birds, Including egrets, black-crowned night herons and
duntins, gather in the Putah Creek Sinks area in tha now Yolo Bypass

Flocking together for wildlife

Agencies cooperate with little squawking to restore Yolo wetlands

By Walt Wiley
Bee Staff Writer

Robin Kulakow seemns a little
breathless these days — as if she'd
maybe just discovered a new law of
physics or perhaps run a 4-minute
mile.

In a way, what she has done is in
that sort of league.

On Thursday, she will be on the
speakers’ platform along with such
very big shots as Secretary of the In-
teriqr Bruce Babhitt to make a few
remarks upon the groundbreaking
for the largest wetlands restoration
project under way in the Wast.

That ia the ¥Yaln Basin Wetlands

Project, a 3,400-acre, $16 million,
federally funded U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers project that will create
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area,
which will be run by the state De-
partment of Fish and Game.

Kulakow, as executive director of
the Yolo Basin Foundation, was the
person in the middle who kept each
agency on track and the volunteers
at work toward the goal of seeing the
dream betome a reality.

“And now it's going to happen. In a
year it's all going to look just like
that!” Kulakow erowed the other
morning, gesturing toward a couple
of acres of tules and open water that
were alive with shorebirds.

The object of her enthusiasm lay
right at the foog of the west levee of
the Yolo Bypass, atop which she was
idling along in her van on & pre-
groundbreaking tour.

The bypass, created a3 & channel
for flaodwater escaping the Sacra-
mente Valley toward the Delta and
the sea, has for all its existence been
kept clear of anything that might
impede the water.

Farmers could grow annual ¢rops
during dry weather, but corne winter
the passage of flopdwater became
the primary use. .

Now, hawever, with the creation of

Plesse sae BYPASS, page B

Bea/lim 0. Johnson
wildiife Area. The 3,300-acre, 516 million, federally funded wetiands
rastoration is the largast project of its kind under way In the Wast.




Bypass:
Restoration
a challenge

‘Continued from page Bl

the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Ares,
there are going to be acres of tule-
rimmed ponds, little stands of
trees, undulations and high and
low spots over the expanse of the
earth — things that could impede
the water.

. “That’s what's made this spe-
dial. We've actually been able to

&o something new,” said Kulakow -

‘45 she stopped to ‘survey some
pink and yellow flags marking
Yhere trees (pink) and under-
brush (yellow) are being planted
in the new riparian woodland.
{-Come fall, when ‘the ducks,
geese and other migrating water-
fowl arrive, the area should bé a
hotbed of feathered activity, she
predicted.

“And all nght here so close to
urban areas,” she said, waving her
arm to take in the horizon. “You
can see the Capitol from here,
Mount Diablo, the Sutter Buttes,
the Sierra. And school kids from
Davis and West Sacramento could
ride their bikes out here.

“What a treagure this is going to
be,” she said, her dark eyes snap-
ping with enthugiasm.

" Kulakow, 38, a Bay Area native
and former 1J.S. Forest Service
scientist, said the Yolo Basin
Foundation goes back to 1988,
when it was formed amid concerns
over a lack of water in Putah
Creek.

Putah Creek forms Lake Berry
essa behind Monticello Dam, then
flows down out of the hills past
Winters and Davis and into an
area called the Putah Creek Slnka
in the byp as
“’“*‘Wh'éri“ got ‘to looking’ mtn
that, we learned of the historical
importance to ‘wildlife — particu-
larly migratory waterfow! — that
that part of the bypass had,” she
said. “It even turned out that the
state had studied it as a pon1b1e
wildlife ares.”

The problem was that the state
Department of Water Resources
did not permit obstructions in its
flood control structures. And the
Yolo Bypass is nothing if it is not a
flood control structure.

Another problem was that mod-
ifying a flood control structure
built by the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers requires the corps’ ap-
proval,

Also, the land in the bypass is

pnvately owned. The' state owns
only the right to send floodwater
over it. Land for a wildlife ‘area

‘ would have to be purchased.

* Yolo County Supervisor Betsy
Marchand, in whose district the
project hes, recalled that she was

skeptical when ghe heard the first

glimmers of plans because she
knows how ‘mtter turf battles can
get.

“‘But I was an ear]y convert. I
could see the energy and intelli-
gence that was going into this,”
she said. _

- Now Marchand is a director of
the foundation, and she will be

the master of ceremonies at .

Thursday’s gtoundbreakmg

Gail Burnham, an engineer for -

the Corps of En, eers, gaid noth-
ing a.nywhere i thé anials of the
corps is remotely similar to_the
-Yolo wetlands prq;ect EITE
% #0f ¢fiirse, now it’s starting to
spawn sons of the Yolo praject all
over the place. The idea s catchmg
on,”sald Burnham -

The pro_]ect is unusual ‘she said,
because it amounts to takmg
something that had been develop-
ed and modifying it so that it is
less developed “That's umq_ue for
anyhody,” she said.

~And the restoration poses spe-
clal challenges, added -Paul Hof-
mann, the state’ Department of -
Fish and Game biologist involved '

in the design and development of :

the wildlife area. S
“We had to be careful to do tlus

BeeMm D. Johrtson
Robin Kulakow, executive director of the Yolo Basin Foundation,
was the person responsible for keeping several agencies on track
in turning the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area into a reality.

right.'We weren'’t restoring a sys-
tem to pre-Columbian conditions,”
he said, Rather, they were creat-
ing a system that would do the job
taday that the Qld system did in
its time. .

“There is a d1fference,” he said.
“For instance, that old system in-
volved heavy 'floods every spring.
Well, we're just not going to have'

" that today And there are all the
other considerations — the levees,
mosquito abatement.”

It all has come together now,
and while the 3,400-acre wildlife
area will be one of the smaller
ones in the state's system, its loca-
tion means that it will be one of
the most important said Hof-

He, Marchand Burpham and
others agreed that the new wild-
-life area would not have come to
be without Kulakow and the foun-

-3:dation to pull togéther all the var-’

ious public and private interests.

Principal interests, in addition
to Fish and Game, the corps and
Department of Water Resources, .
mclude Ducks Unlimited, the pn-
vate, nonprofit organization that
desugns and builds waterfow! hab-
itat, and the U.8. Fish and Wild-
life Servme the agency in charge
of mlgratcrry waterfowl.

.“And we try to be friends with
10111' mneighbors, let them know

».we're not here to make trouble for
- anyone,” Kplakow said.

© o eAfter all it’s good ﬁ'zends that
“made thls all happen.” ,
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Robir Kulakow of the Yolo Baaln Foundation said she found gowernmetd workers who liked the refuge idea but none to champion i

3,000-acre wildlife refuge
designated in Yolo Bypass

By Jim Mayer
Beo Staff Writer

In winters to come, when the tejuvenated
swamps are full of geese from Alsska and cranes
Fram Siberia, the Yolo Basin Wildlife Area will be
remembered as the preserve almost done in by
the Endangered Species Act,

‘Three thousand scres between Davis and Wast
Bacraments on Monday were officially designai-
ed as the Yolo vefuge, which will re-create some
of the vast marsh that once defined the lower
Sacramentp Vallzy and the swarms of creatures
that feasted among the tulss,

But the Yolo project stands out from other ef-
forts to reverse the diking and draining that kag
left just 5 percent of the Central Valley’s
marshes in existemes = and a growing list of
marsh-dependent species arm-wrestling with ex-
tinction.

The first notable accomplishment was convine-
ing flood-control engineers, people responsible
for pauch of the swamp busting, 1o even &
wetland inside the floed bypass between West
Sacramento and Davis.

The second, and even greater, landmark was

the deal signed Monday that supporters say
proves the Endangered Species Act can be flexi-
hie.

“Too often in the environmental arena we are
eoncerned about what we can lose,” ohserved Lt
Col. Mike Stuhr, deputy dietriet director for the
U.8. Army Corps of Engineers in Sacraiento,
“We noed to ook at what we can gain®

Stuhr was among the dignitaries chased off a
levez by rain and into a Port of Sacramento
meeting room for the official sipning and procla-
mations ending years of difficult negotiations.

“it’s probably a great day to be a duck,” Stuhr
aaid, speaking of the weather, not the promised
marsh.

Universally, the dignitaries gave credit to en-
vironmental advocates with the Yola Basin
Faundation for ensuring the vision to restore the
bypass was not blinded by the sometimes limited
vision of governmeni agencies.

“It is not, possible for this kind of praject to go
forward ... unless commitred eitizens hold cur
feet to the fire,” said state Resources Secretary
Douglas Wheeler,

Please see WETLANDS, page B4

Project supporiers hope endangersd species
are fured to the refuge. They agree 1o accept
any habitat damage done by maintenance.

* *_ The Sacramento Baa Final & Tussday, Apdi 26, 1884
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Wetlands: Plan inspired
during Putah Greek fight

Continned from page B1
Rohin Kulakow, executive diree-
tor of the Yolo Baain Foundation,
| spid she found goversment em-
| ployees who liked the idea but no
| one who would champion it. .
! “There has to be semeone out-
side of government with the free-
. dom to talk with everyone,” she
 said. “T eould Haten to everyone's
story and see where we agree and
: disagree and then propese solus
’ tions. I was free to ask for help.” -
I Yolo
| dreamed up the project during the
drought as they tried to save Pu-
Creek, : :

The small stream onee roiled
out of the Coasi Range and
dumped into the swampy low-
lands that in wet seasons were
filled by the overflowing Sacra.
mento Rivez,

_The creek is now blocked by

Monticells Dam, which forms
Lake Berryessa, And the creek’s
terminus is now the bypass, the
engineered relief valve that chan.
nels water around urban Sacra.
mento.

Bieve Chainey, alse with the
foundation, said the hard part
wasn't coming up with the $12
willion to bey and build the wet-

i ands on 8,000 acres of land.

The difficalty came when the
dream collided with the history of
stalemate between flood-control
and wildlife agencies over main-
taining existing levees in ways not
harmful to endangered species.

Flood-control engineers were

concerned that the refuge would

. attract protected species, and that

viilould hamatring mainienance in
the

Project supporters do hope that
endangered species are lured to
the refage ~ restoring habitat is a
kay sirategy in reviving those spe-
cies. But wildlife agents said they
would aceept any habitatl damage
done by maintenance because it

.would be ynder those conditions
‘that creatures find the new
environmencalists -mars

The agreement signed Monday
goes that far.

Flood-control engineers also
wanted to be promised that future
maintenance operations would
not; be affected because of any new
species added to the fist,

“You don't have to back up
many years to when we had two or
three endangered species in this
area,” said Ray Barech, executive
director of the state Reclamation
Boar, which i¢ charged with le-
vee maintainenoe. "Now we have
four or five. In a few years, we
might bave 15 that makes this
agreement ook pretty soft.”™

But wildlife agenly said they
couldn’t make such a promise.
And after months of debate every-
one finally agreed to a leap of
faith,

“We really felt they were going

- as far as they could go” Darsch

said. *But if you look at the big
pictare this is an attempl to re-
trieve something that was here to
begin with,”



Yolo: Working together

Coofinued from pege B1

:he;Yols Enviranmuental Resource
Ceniter, the Yolo Basin Founda-
tion und the Yolo Land Tvust.

Skeptical politicians have been
persuaded that conservation con.
serns can be addressad without
stopping all development or alien-
wiing Ishdowners.

“It was & matter of getting peo-
ple"to work iogether and cooper-
ate to preserve and snhance natu.
ral resourcesa,” said Yclo
Suparvisor Betay Marchand. o
operation, ahe said. is hard work.
Everyona's concerna must ke ze-
spucted. Every obstacle must be
workaed through.

“We don’t have enough money
in thia county to be fighting and
suing and carrying on," she aaid.
“So-we try 10 use feaources Lo get
something done.”

Resources are mlways relative,
Yolo, evan Lhainey agrees, is not
Yosemite “This is not an area
whers pespie come to live among
spectacaiar [andscapes,” he said,

That reality previpusly encout-
aged Yolo conservationists to ex-
port their activiem. Teday it
shapes the current agendn. Pre-
perving Yolo's groundwaler is 85
imporiant ms saving onk trees. To-
mato fields are "open space.”

And incrensingly, Yolo is find-
ing inspiration in what once was.

Rutah and Cache erseks are
damnted and diverved. But they
anée tumbled freeiy oul of the
Coast Hange and fleoded Lhe Yolo
beain, now the engineered bypass.
The broad swamp that apparently
earnet the county its name - Yolo,
some historians say, is the Indian
word for tule — wus long ago con-
verted. by the US. Army into a
wide storm drain to save Sacra.
mento from its nemesake river.

Today the top ¥ole goval is to
manago ithe Noodway and f[arm-
land in-a way also conducive to
wildlif. After four hard years, the
Yolo Basin Foundation now pre-
dicts it js only a year sway from
“brenking ground™ on a 3,100-acre
restoration project where Putah
Creak [lows ints the bypazs.

Having sown cooperation, con-
sorvationists are hurvesting hops.
This_year, some basin growers
ﬂou,'llacl'ﬂnlr land, and thousands
of tindra swan, geese and white
pelicans'are winteting there

Why Yolo? The university is a
soufee &f science and education
and coniradery. Egvironmenta)-
inn bas always been politic in Da-
vis,»where the Sierra Club boasts
its highese par cmpits mensher-
ship. The agricultural tradition is
still dominant here - by nature. n
congerving force. And the county
is small enough for personal rels-
tionahipa betwesn the major play-
ers. ‘A majority of loeal officials
usually stand by commitments o
control urbap development. And
s congressman, Rep. Viz Fazo,
D-Wegt Sscramento, hes deliv-
ered lederal money for lechnical
studies.

But those factors have long
been present. What's changed, ab-
asrvers say, is the emergence of a
few personalities who have in-
ypired getiviste and soothed anxi-
elies. who have biended scientific
understanding and diplomacy

Chainey, lfor example. works lor
Junes and Siokes Associates. @
Sacramento firm that has boamed
preparing envirommental studies
required for major developments
and government projects.

He mustered those skills at Pu-
1ah Cresk. and learned still more.

s impartant to have » sus-
tained gffort, “not just dabble,” he
said et sights on realistic sccom-
plishments. Respext diverse inter-
asts and be patiant with adversar.
jus_Don't just fight,

“If you ean’t have fun and enjoy
yourself, your enargy is going ta
dry up and blow wwey,” he said
"it's hard to sustain wher vou are
st being angry

Ted Beedy and his wile, Susan
Sandore both hold doclorates |n

biclogy Mom Davis. Beedy also
works al Jones and Stokes. Sand-
ers, who was desp in Putah Creek,
ie mothering their two children
full-time. Beedy remembers the
night in their Woodland home
when Suparvisor Marchand ar-
rived a8 an adversary and iofl as
an ally, He remembers years be-
fore telling bis then-girlfriend -
convipelhgly — that it waan't
ancugh 1o understand biclogy.

“As biclogista,” Sanders said,
“you cam't help but care abeut
what you study. Just so much has
bean Tost you fesi eompalied to
aave what is jefl 7

Robin Kulakow alse was bap-
tized in Putah Creek. A former
Forest Service toila sclentint, Ku-
lakow discovered that restoring
the cresk was a socyml fight s
much as & scientific one. She now
is executive directer of the Yolo
Basin Foundativn, whose vision is
{0 make wildlfe welcame in the
bypess, beginning with where Pu-
tah Creek flows fnto the basin.

“What got me excited was when
I renlized tundra swans came
from the arctic to wpend the win-
ter in Yolo County.” Kulakow
8aid. "1t makes this ap important
p}l?ce that should be taken care
o

Bob Schnelder, now conserva
ton chair of the local Sierra Ciub
chapter, eo-founded the California
Wilderness Coalition In bis
younger years, then became a
builder Schneider is working
with Yolo farmers to map the best
poils and encourage their preser-
vation. "t became obvious to me
that we devefopers, no matter how
much we cared, would pave over
Yolo Cosinty," lis said.

Itisa punneruhiﬁ born of ne-
cersity, said grower Richard Rom-
imger, whose Tamily has steward-
ed Yoio land for 120 years, The
18805 real #state boom pushed
exstward up lntersiete 80 from

the Bay Area and spilled west- -

ward over the Sacramento River.

*There was an ilncreasing
awareness of the limits of our re-
BOources. more tohcerns about what
it will ook like 1n the future.” said
Raminger, director of the siate
Dapartment of Food and Agricul:
ture during the 1970s. "There
have been people at work to find
where we have common ground.”
he said. *rather than emphasize
the differences."
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With the city of Sacraments i the background, black crowned night harons (oot in willow trees on the Conaway Ranch In the Yolo basin,

Yolo finds that cooperation aids environment

By Jim Mayer
Bee Staff Writer

_Tha people in Davis have & long
histery of caring sbout the environ-
ment someplace else. They want to
save Mono Lake mnd Brazilian rain

forests,

And 80 it struck Steve Chainey as
wrong that Putah Creek, which flows
smack-dab through the University of
Calilornia. was being ignored.

"People need to respect and intec-

act with the environment they are
most in contact with.” said Chainey,
& Davia alumnus, a landecape archi-
tect and chairman of the Pulah
Creek Council.

Chainey and others set out in the
mid-1980s to increase appreciation
for thg eresk and plant a Tew troes.
Then drought set in. Concern became
& crisis. And to save the creek from
slow death, che council fought to get
water released Mrom Monticelle Dam
at Lake Berryessa,

“We were propelled mzo the politi-
cal arena big time," Chainey said.

Lawsuits. Congressinen, Emergen-
cy legislation, After 8)l, this waa wa-
ter Although fish kave disd and
trees have wilted. the creek abides.

The skirmush at Putalr Creek was
the Lexington and Concord for & con-
servation revolution in Yole County.
[¢ 1% cne that (avors compromisa ovar
confrontation, education over rheto-
tic, realiam over dealism

“Ingtead of putting out Fires, we ave

Lrying to create something new.” said
Susan Sanders, co-chairwoman of the
Putah Creek Counctl.

The Slarra Club is working with
the county furm buroau to preserve
agriculture on the beat solls. Conser-
vatiorists have growers, wildile Siol-
ogiste and {lood control enginzers ali
working to restore habitat in the Yolo

58,
‘The last five years han given rise to

Ploase woe YOLA), page B4
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Conserving close to home
Yoio Couhty environmentalis®s say lighting for Putal
Great taught them the vaiue of realistic comprorita
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- T Karon tonger/The Dally Democrol
Boyd Gibbons, left, director of the state Depariment of Fish and
Game, and David Kennedy, direcior of the stale Department of
Water Resources sign documents Monday officially designating
the Yolo Basin Wildlife Area.

“A-14  The Daily Democrat/Tues./Apr, 26, 1994

3,500-acre folo Basin
Wildlife Area dedicated

Eunvironmental protection
reached a milestone Monday with
the official designation of the
Yolo Basin Wildlife Area. '

County Supervisor Betsy Mare-
hand “seid establishment of the
wetlands is the eulmination of a
great deal of work.

“It shows that agencies can
work together for a common
project,” she sald this morning,
The Yolo Basin Wildlife Area
“will be here for future genera-
tions.” :

Marchand, who has been & pro-
ponent of the project for years,
said she considers it “probably
the most exciting thing I have
been involved with since I have
been on the Board of Supervi-
S018."” .

Wildlife

Local and federal officials gath-
ered on a levee overlooking the
3,500 acres of the project lecated
between Davis and West Sacra-
mento but were forced by Mon-
day’s rain inside lo & meeting
room to sign documents that will

. re-establish ahout 2,500 acres of

seasonal and permanent wetlands.

The restoration project will re-
store 77 percent of the seasonal
and 8 percent of the perennial
wetlands, 16 percent of the up-
lands and grasslands and 1 per-
cent of the riparian forest in the
area. :.

The Army Corps of Engineers
will design and construct canals,
water-control structures, dikes,
roads and gafes fo create and

Soe WILDLIFE, bock poge

Continyed from Page 1

maintain the wetlands areas.

_Spearheaded by the Yolo Basin
Foundation, the project upon will
be meanaged completion by the
state Department of Fish and
Game,

. The project is scheduled to
begin this summer.

The agreements signed by the
Bureau of Reclamation, the DFG,
the state Department of Water
Resources and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service .end an impasse

between environmental wildlife

" groupe and fleod-control agencies.

Those agencles, charged with
maintaining the levee system in
the Yolo Bypass, have resisted
efforts by wildlife groups to desig-
nate the area a refuge which
would protect endangered species
that use the refuge for habitat.

The agreements stipulate that
the wildlife groups would allow
levee maintenance to coatinue,
ev;ag if some habitat damage re-
sults,
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Yolo Bypass wetlands project

4 Robin Kuiakow and other

agency representatives attend
groundbreaking Thursday

By MELANIE TURNER
Enterprise staff writer

Under a big blue sky on a warm Au-
gust morning, Robin Kulakow of Davis
stood in a place she is most familiar with
—awide-open, flat stretch ofland ealled
the Yolo Bypass.

But this time she stood in front of
some tules on a little stage she shared
with such distinguished guests as U.S.
- Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt
and Rep. Vie Fazio, D-West Sacramento.

Just six years ago, Kulakow, 38, had
never given a speech in her life. On
Thursday, she spoke before more than
200 people who gathered in the bypass to
celebrate the creation of a 3, 400-acre, $16
. million wildlife refuge — the biggest

wetlands restoration project west of
Florida, acesrding to Col. John Reese,
engineer for the Sacramento Division of
the Army Corps of Engineers.

Kulakow spoke of a dream come true.

“Well, we did it,” she said, “All the
necessary environmental documents are
filed ... hydraulic models have been veri-
fied ... funds exchanged between agen-
cies. 1 didn’t have any idea what an edu-
cation this was goingtobe.”

As executive director of the Yolo
Basin Foundation, Kulakow has acted as
a volunteer coordinator between the
many agencies — federal, state and local
—-that helped make the project areality.

A former Forest Service soils scien-
tist, Kulakow is known by friends for her
ability to hold a baby in one hand, cook
with the other and all the while talk on
the telephone o government officials.

See WETLANDS, Page A-2

Mark Bullard/The Erterprise

U.S. Interior éec retary Bruce Babbitt speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony Thurs
day for the Yolo Basin Wetlands and Wildiife Refuge in the Yolo Bypass.
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' "Ifthere ever wasa contest for
who knows the most government
phone numbers by heart, I'd prab-
ablybe a finalist,” she said. o

It is Kulakow s hope that the

A

under a contract w1th the 118

.Fish and Wildlife Service with

' 'drg-ég

ﬁers écrosst ena ion

fundmg from the torps to design
- and huild the wetlands,

Sectetary of the Interior Bab-
bitt spoke of the similarities be-
tween the largest restoration { pro-
jectinthe Florida Everglades sys-
tem and the second largest here
in the Yolg Bypass. They each in-

EL R L

“elude "a concept of partnersmp,

quality of imagination and the im-

. portant A_merlcan mgredlent nf

mdnuduals " .

sald a woman w1th a vision
gaﬁh project to fruition.

) “Agriculture, wildlife: andady-
namje¢ urban area can work to-
gether, not exclusively,” said Bab-
bitt. #And I believe that message
has to be spread. across the entlre
cotfntry "

[ «#*The corps, for 100 yéars, suc-
cesefully drained every swamp in

. the United States of America,” he

#idded, "evoking laughter. “And
how' we’re calling on them tu put
H}em backtogether e

“'Brig, Gen” "Bmce Scott ‘eoif-
‘mander of the South Pacific Divi-
51 wof‘ the® *Army Corps of Engi-

4 o

"heerd said he ‘hopes the project

agh’ role gldgel for ath

Sk e

willseriea

1% e *%‘Hﬂ% k"éfbﬁt da‘y t% be’“}*scﬂ.

: - -dier,

m the OIJDortlI-
ppremate the
Iﬁ’é
’ i3

In 1ate 1991 the state Wﬂdht‘e
. Conservation Boa};d bought n ost
of the’ property "ori bahalf of
Department Jof | Flsh”émd Game
from PG&E Properties for $4.57

million, ,When ~gonstruction _js

completed bythe U.S. Atmy Corps
of Engmeeré and Ducks Unlimit-

gmeer e said )
: "What a spectacu]ar day to cel-
ebrgge the culmination of what
many have called 2 unigue part-
nership,” added Col. Reese. “This
is but the first in a series of steps
on our way fo restoring Californi-

' a ‘snatural heritage.”

. The project uses canals and
water control structures designed
and construcied by the corpsinan
attempt to most closely simulate -
conditions of the bypass more
than 100 years ago, while not ob-
structing the floodway.

. Its ereators hope it will eventu-
allyserve as animportantlink—a
rest . stop’ for migrant birds —

-along the Pacific Flyway.

Ly N

:),

-ed, oversight of the area fjil be -

transferred to Fish | and Game
Ducks Unhmited 15 workmg




Wetlands restoration an
environmental success

Dy MELARIE TURANER
Enterprise staff wrlter

THEN: 11 was August of 1993
vhen a ersundbreaking ceremo-
nv ecieheated the largest wot-
land restoration project west of
Tlorida,

Secratars of the  Istesior
Bryce Rabhbitt was a speoinl
Aiost that day, helping to mark
the hegimming of restoration
wnrk o the Yole Bypass Wildlife
Area.

¥olo Basin Foundation Exee-
wtwe Direcior Robin Kulakow
and Steve Chainey, ehairman of
the Putah Creek Council,
draamed years agoolre-creating
what onee was hart of a buge wet
fand basin. Around 1900, the
area was developed into s facili-
1 for diverting Sacramente IEiv-
er fipodwaters pwny from the ity

~_,,.-

_%Then& '

Kulakow and Chainey lormed
a small working group with the
eouncil. and the Yolo Audubon
Society, and numerous ;mople
snonjoined them.

The Yole Basin Fouadatian is
a nonprofit corperation dedicat-
ed to inspiring and gducating
people  ahout wetlands  and
wiledlife. It formed in 1989 t¢ pro-
mote the establishment of the
Yolo Bypass Willlife Area.

HOw: Today, the nearly 3,700
aere wildlife area is wear com-
pletion and on track to open fo
ke public by l]us fall.

“We're very e'{citnd " K

Todd Hammoerd/The Enterprse

UC Davis student Bratt Corversa surveys a site adlacont {o the
naw Fizh and Game headquarters for a minl-wetlends profect.

our ngiucatmnnl programs.”

Alse. the state Department of
tish and Game is in the process
of moving into its new hendquar-
ters olong Chiles Road, Fish and
Gome 18 charged with managing
the wildlife area, 2s well as oper-

ating the huntieg progeam, ac
cording to  Crnig  Stowers.
wildlife area manzger.

‘The public will have accessto
certain portions, while other ar-

Ses WETLANDS, Page A-2

and intothe Delta

Lakow said, “We ﬁn::l.ly get lo <o

mdnt of Fish und Game, chats with Rubln Ku- "daug

WET LANDS

Cont!nuccl frofm Paga A-1

eas Will be closed and designated
wildlife snnetunrias. Duck bunt-
ing will occur oil other porticns
during hunhngseasun. . R

Crews '+ “from Harderaft
Buildors of Sacramento. under
cantractwiththe U.5. Army Corps
of Engineers, constructed Fish

“and Game's 13-acre operationand
mairtenaner facility. it consiste
of a hesdquarters with office
space, conference room, and o
covered pareh for launching fleld
trips.

The foundation will have an of-
fice &t the site for volunteer pro-
mrams. Yolunteers hope to move
uita the pew fucility in abour twe
weeks, Rulakow said.

There also is & large mainte-
nanceshed inthe rear of the prap-
ety fer work space and sterage of
equilpment noeded o maintain
thewildlife area. And aresidence
was constructed for an un site
Fish and Gamo stadT person,

Yolo Basin Foundation tours
wrapped up on Sunday and will
begin acain in the ! But the
foundalion's work wont siow
down this summer. as it gears up
for the public opening.

First, the foundation azn-
nousees 3 new program. “Discov-
er the Flyway,” to Intrgduce
scheol tenchers and students to
the bypnss as a learning re souree.
The program will provide tench-
ers with activities they can use in
the elassroom to weave wotiands
lessons throughout an integrated
cucricufum.

After 2 onesdny wnorkshop.
teachers wall be nvited to take
students out {or an outdoar giass-
rom eXperience.

Kalakow hepes to hold work-
shops For 40 teachors, Two work-
skops are schedulud for Aug. 19
and 20, The program 15 sponsorcd
hr the fanndation Tn cnoperation

D ———aadE

with Fish nnd‘ Game and b‘m
Coeps. ©- |

Teachors are encuuraged to
«¢nll program conrdlnator LizMer-
ry at 758-1288 fnr more mfurm:l—
tiom. -
“Later this summer, the fﬂunda—
tion ‘trains voluntcers to asist
tafichars an the schoal taurs. Fiy-
way voluiteer gssistants Will be
an important part of the schdol
program, Eulokow said. A trnin-
ing will be held the lost twg weeks
of Scptember. Coli Merry to re-
questan mpphcnhuupuqk{zL

“The foundation 2lso will help
caostruct g gae-quarter o one
kalfacre demonstration wetlands
oulstde the new Fish and Game
headquarters, Right now, engi-
necring design work 1s under way
by voluntaars Andy Bala and Bab
Smith with Larry Walker Associ-
aics, coosulling engineers. ne-
cordingto Stovwors.

“'For many years we had hoped
to biave a demonstration wetlands
on the Fish and Game site,” Ku-
lakow said., “Money from the
(0.5 Army Corps fof Enginners)
fell through.”

The foundatien successfully
secured grant monies and with
the help of a variety of agencies
the project will come to fruition,

The demotstration project iy
funded through grants from the
California Waterfowl Assaciation
2ad the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The pond design is based
oneenceptual plans developed by
the Corps,

Grading and installation ofwa-
ter contral struetures will be
done by Fish and Game.
Hedgerow Farms has donated na-
tive grass plugs. and other help
will come from {ndividuais with
UC Davis and Ducks Uniimited,

“It'san1den that obviowsly niot
of people have bought inte.” Ku
lakow snid,

Andnight now Davis Communi
ty Network 15 sponsoring the Yolo
Basin Foundation to helpitdevel.
op & Web site, Kulakow acded.

“Ihat'tl be a good way o com-

e e ———

" Fotkd Hammond/ The Exmerprise
Cralg Slawers, area mamgorforthumobepm- ‘Izkow of thé Ycio Basin Founduﬂun and her
m .

l.h Juffan, -

miunicate with voluntaers and zot
information qut to the public,”
shesald,

Itwas nearly two years ago that
a sign was crected along [rter-
state 80 relaying news of the
resteration projectto passing me-
tarists. Earth ia the bypass began
1o be seulpted into shatlow ponds
rangng in size from 5 to 50 acros.

A smell riparfan forest was
planted in the project’s western
soetion ot that time, too. The
cight-acre forest is new thriving,
aceording to Kulakow. Some of
the trees Rave prton seven feot of
growth,

Contraciors under the supervi-
ston of Ducks Unlimited have now
completed the earth meving work
necessary (o erc ate the thousands
of acres of senzonal and perma-
nent ponds that make up the
wildlifeoren

Last Octobar, seasonal wet-
lands ware seeded with swamp
timethy, 2 highly nutritious wa-
tetfowl food plent. In November,
uplands swere seeded with native
perennial grasses.

Wark remaining includes the
installation of the remaining wa-
ter control strudtures, grassland
sceding and planting of riparian
areas notth of the canseway. This
work is expeeted to begin inJune,

The area will serve as a vital
link along the Pagific Flywsy,
used nnnually by thousands of mi-
gratory birds,

When gonstruction is complet
ed by the U.5, ArmyCorps of Engi-
neers and Ducks Unlimited, over
sight of the area will be trans-
ferred to Fish and Game.

NN ..
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endangered Spemes is a vahant goal

Editorial

Wetland refuge
- benefits county.

At long last the Yolo Basm Wildlife Area has '.

been achieved.

It almost didn't happen because different agen- :
cies just couldn’t come together. But because some -

people were very persistent there is now a refuge for
wildlife on 3,000 acres between Davis and West
Sacramento, which will re-create a vast wetland,
reversing — if only a little — the effort to dike and
drain the Central Valley marshes,

County Supervisor Betsy Marchand said -the .
wildlife area is a culmination of a great deal of work -
and “shows that agencies can work together for a -

common project,

Marchand, who has been a proponent of the
project for years, said she considers it “probably the
most exciting thing I have been involved with since I
have been on the Board of Supervisors.”

We can credit the Yolo Basin Foundation and
people like Robin Kulakow with having the vision to
pursue the wetlands area. Kulakow is executive
director of the Yolo Basin Foundation, and was
quite correct when she said that people outside of
government often have to talk to everyone, look for
agreements and disagreements, and build from
there. Too often, pfatty turf wars between state,
federal and local agencies keep sensible thmgs from
being done.

To bring about the wetlands area the foundatzon

first had to come up with $12 million to buy and |

build the refuge. That wasn't tough. The hard part

was working with flood-control and wildlife agencies |
over levee upkeep that wouldn’t be harmful to

endangered species. Flood control pecple were |.
worried that if protected species were drawn to the
refugee they couldn’t perform needed levee mainte- -
nance. But wildlife managers said they could live. -

with such problems because protected species in the
long run would have a place to go. In the long run,
however, we have a case where people have worked

‘together to retrieve something that was originally

here to being with. Codperation toward a specific
goal is never in vain. And cooperation to protect
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| ,What We agree"

Interestmgly enough the recently dechcated State Wﬂdhfe Area in the
Yolo Bypass at the<Putah Creek Sinks received no opposition. :

'~ How can this be? We’ re Cahformans and nothmg gets approval w1thout a
fight.

It must be because the proJect has such lugh 1deals Or, maybe it’s because
no one was looking and they slipped something good by us before we . :
realized it. At any rate, the project w111 become a reahty and nobody is
kicking.

Another odd, but wonderful angle in the development of the Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area is the involvement of the US Army Corps of Engineers. As we
recall, they are the people who constructed the levees, saving us from floods,
enabling vast areas of land to be developed and helpmg us manage our

- water. :

While accomplishing these necessary achievements, in the name of _
progress, we lost sight of some fragile balances in nature. It’s encouraging to
see the possibility of the pendulum of hab1tat destruction beginning to .
swing back to more comfortable levels.

Hopefully, West Sacramentans will realize what they have right in the1r

- backyard. It's an opportunity to watch the restoration efforts unfold. The
. Yolo Basin Foundation needs your generous assistance to continue its work
.in educating the public about the value of preserving our native wildlife and
. to create a place of beauty for generations to come. To join, call them at 756-
7248 or write Yolo Basm Foundation, P.O. Box 943 Daws, CA 95617.




Wetland Linf International 1s a PROGRAMME OF THE WILDFOWL & WETLANDS TRUST

Bruce Babbitt, US Secretary of the lnterior, addresses the crowd of supporters gatﬁered to celef:rate tﬁe
start of habitat restoration at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, August 1995.

YOLO:

From dream
to reality

h)exciting project to restore |

historic wetlands between

Sacramento and San Francisco,
USA, was reported in the last issue of
WLI News (page 7). The community
effort behind the establishment of the
‘Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area’, as the
project is known, is a strong example of
how a diverse network of organisations
in the private, non-profit and public
sectors can work together for a
common goal, with shared benefits, and
is worthy of closer scrutiny.

The loss of more than 95% of
California’s Central Valiey wetlands (on
the Pacific Flyway) to agriculture and

urban development since the 1850s
provided the impetus to develop a
concept for restoration in the Yolo Basin
area. The idea originated with two
established community organisations.

From this, the Yolo Basin Working
Group grew; an ad hoc association of
officers and elected representatives from
federal- and state-level government
conservation, water, fish, game, public
works and transportation departments;
the regional mosquito and vector control
agency; and a number of non-
governmental wildlife, farm and
wilderness organisations. A consistent
core of the group, including the Yolo
Basin Foundation (YBF), met monthly te
report new information and discuss
plans.

The US Army Corps (the Corps) was
involved from the beginning, and
provided funding to the US non-
governmental organisation Ducks
Unlimited to restore wetland habitat in
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The area
will eventually be managed by the state
government’s Fish and Game

Wetland Linf:
International

NumMeer 10
JuLy 19946

Department for hunti;mg, as a sanctuary,
and for wildlife viewing. Educational .
programmes will be provided by the

YBF.

The YBF has developed and maintained
the vital roles of representing the
diverse community-based support (itself
so important in attracting funding for all
aspects of the work) and acting as
communicator and co-ordinator
between organisations.

Today, after seven years of meeting and
planning, the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
is becoming a physical reality. The final '
plans have been completed through a
coliaboration between engineers and
biclogists from Ducks Unlimited, the
Corps and the California Fish and Game
Department. Ducks Unlimited Js
managing the on-site work, drawing on
its experience of wetland restoration
from all over North America, and
teaming up with the Corps for the first
time. In August 1995 landscaping,
habitat creation and planting began.
Completion of the | 400 hectare habitat
re-creation project is planned for
autumn 1996.

A feasibility study for a visitor centre has
been completed. But we are not
awaiting completion of our Centre
before we begin educational work. This
is already operational, targeting
interested people at this stage, through
printed materials, field trips and other
regular wetland events. In fact,
education began as soon as people
began discussing the concept on Day [!
Future plans will put school outreach as
our priority, and will include a training
programme for volunteer field guides.

Continued on page two

THE GOAL OF WL] IS TO PROMOTE THE ROLE OF WETLAND CENTRES AS FACILITIES FOR EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS-



.l dlfferently underscood around the
world. | would like to help clarify this,
particularly at a time when Wetlands
International, with a logo a little similar
to the original WLI logo, has recently
been announced.

Wetland Link International (VVLI} is a
programme of The Wildfowl &
Wetlands Trust (WWT), a UK charity
dedicated to saving wetlands for wildlife
and people. Wetlands International is a
different UK charity, formed by the
integration in 1995 of the International
VWaterfow!l & Wetlands Research
Bureau {IWRB), the Asian Wetland
Bureau (AVYB) and Wetlands for the
Americas. There is 2 link between the
two: the Director of Education and
Public Affairs for WWT, Mr Doug -
Hulyer, is ex officio Director of WL},
and he is also the Co-ordinator of
VWetlands International’s Specialist
Group on Education and Public
Awareness, of which WL is a member.

Henceforth, the WWT Wetland Link
International programme should be
referred to as WWT Wetland Link
International, or WWT-WLI, to help
clarify its position. | would like to
request that this format is
cons:stently adopted Thank you.

000

One of the"most difficult types of -
request received by the WYVT-WLI
office is for help with the very early
stages of a Centre development .
proposal, specifically the formulation
of outline functional and design

' concepts. We wmh to re!ay

the publication of self-help guideiines
and case studies {which we plan to
undertake in the future), our usual
approach is to share whatever relevant
documentation we have. This may
include existing outline concept papers,
floor plans, strategic plans, architects’
briefs and successful proposals, for
example, from a range of Centres
around the world.

Who has such documents to share?
Ideally, we would like te hold more in
the WWT WL cffice, for more
effective use in the future. Usually
such documents are rarely referred to
once a Centre is operational, yet they
can be invaluable tools for others
going through the initial phases of
Centre development. Please could
you let me know if you have such
documents, and if copies can be made
available for the use of others, through
the WWT-WLI office! Thank you for
any help you can give,

YOLO: From
dream to reality

Continued from page one

So how does the YBF, a pivotal,
community-based organisation, work and
how have seven years of planning and
development been funded?

© Aerial view of earth-movers excavating ponds for
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, October 1995,

The YBF is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to education and inspiring
people about wetlands and other Central
Valley wildlife habitats. Ve have a board
of |7 members drawn from the range of
interested parties, including local

A L
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.

govérnment, schools, business, academia,
law, environmental education, banking,
(duck) hunting; and myself, the only
salaried board member, as executive
director. ‘There are two part-time YBF
employees, and a core group of about 30
dedicated volunteers.

Funds have come from membership of
the YBF, annual fundraising events, the
sale of Yolo-marked goods such as a set
of field duck identification charts, and
occasional non-government grants such
as the one that funded the Centre
feasibility study.

Remember: some dreams do come true.
A collective vision is worth pursuing, but
you must be tenacious. We are not
finiched yet!

From our experiences over the past
seven years | would like to offer the
following, in an effort to he!p others in
the future:

§. Have a clear mission and do not be
diverted from it

2. Define the project clearly and
unambiguously.

3. Gain a thorough understanding of the
project area: its history; ownership;

political jurisdictions; flood history; the
local communities and their interests,
hopes and concerns; water, wildlife and
soils, :

4. Base all plans on good science; fund
studies to fill any gaps in understanding.

5. Involve everyone in discussions, keep
them informed and respect their
concerns.

&. Solicit and achieve local government
support early on, and higher-level
government support if possible.

7. Appoint a co-ordinator to serve as a
facilitator, communicator and
spokesperson, who has the responsibility
to ensure that follow-up is completed.

8. Never assume that things are
happening: always make sure,

9. Do not be afraid to be ¢reative and
innovative.

10. Actively recognise everyone's
contributions.

Robin Kulakow

Executive Director

Yolo Basin Foundation

PO Box 943, Davis, CA 95617, USA



Aodarment ¢

July 2, 1997

«Firstname» «Lastnamey
«Address»

RE: Yolo Basin Wetlands VISITOR CENTER: Roundtable discussion meeting -
July 18th, 8am-12pm, Fish and Game Headquarters office, 45211 County Rd. 32B (Chiles Rd.)

Dear Mr. «Lastnamey,

On behalf of the Yolo Basin Foundation, we would like to invite your participation in early
discussions on the planning of a Visitor Center for the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area and other Yolo
Basin wetlands.

As you know, the Foundation has been fortunate to be able to coordinate the establishment of the
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area (Wildlife Area), with considerable key support from local, state, and
federal agencies and from many public and private organizations. The Foundation’s objectives
have always included the development of a Visitor Center, in order to increase awareness and
education about wetlands in the Yolo Basin and elsewhere. Now that the Wildlife Area is
approaching completion the Foundation is concentrating on its Discover the Flyway program for
schools and considering with renewed interest the development of a Visitor Center.

The idea of a Visitor’s Center is still in the very early stages of planning. Thusfar a Vision
Statement (copy attached) has been drafted, a professional market feasibility study has beent
produced, and informal discussions with groups such as the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture,
have been quite positive. The center would be a natural home for education issues on wetlands,
other Central Valley habitats, and water-related issues such as flooding. We have also received
expressions of interest from nearby landowners and from regulatory agencies, building on their
earlier support for the wetlands project in the Bypass.

We would like to invite you to review the initial ideas and provide your input on the Visitor
Center concept, possible locations, and future planning processes. We feel that, if appropriately
planned, such a project could offer unique benefits for conservation, public awareness, and the
local economy. We hope that, through an open process of soliciting stakeholder participation,
progress on this important educational resource will move forward in earnest.

We are planning a roundtable discussion seminar on the Visitor Center for Friday 18th July 1997
8 am « noon, at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Headquarters Building at 45211 County Road 32B
(Chiles Road) in Davis, approximately one mile east of Mace Boulevard. We would be delighted
if you could attend, or send a representative to participate. The purpose of this meeting is to



develop a shared vision for a Visitor Center and associated facilities, and to establish an
expanded Visitor Center Planning Group to help guide the development of this important
facility. We believe that no other location in the State has the advantages that the Yolo Basin can
offer for a high-profile visitor center about the inter-related issues of: wetlands, wildlife, water
resources, and related land and watershed conservation issues.

Please confirm your attendance of this meeting by July 10th. You can phone us or Email us at the
following locations:

Stephen Sheppard:
Office(EDAW Inc.): 415-433-1484 (fax: 415-788-4875)
Email: SRIJShep@aol.com

Bob Schneider:
Home: (916) 758-43135 (fax: 916 758-4391)
Email: duckdays(@dcn.davis.ca.us
Please let us know if you have questions about the meeting. We very much appreciate your

interest and welcome your ideas.

Yours truly,

Stephen Sheppard Bob Schneider
Visitor Center Committee Chair Yolo Basin Foundation
Yolo Basin Foundation

enclosed: draft Vision Statement
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An army of earth movers, with the Sacramento skyline in the background, sits ready for
work on the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Photo Couwtesy of Tom Myers.

YorLo BAsIN

"WETLANDS ARE HERE!

or eight years we have been-

telling our friends “the Yolo

Basin Wetlands are coming,”
“work is sgarting,” and “work is pro-
gressing.” Now we can say “they’re
heret”

Driving over the Yolo Causeway
on Interstate 80 this past summer and
fall you may have observed earth
moving activities just south and north
of the highway. Contractors under
the supervision of Ducks Unlimited
completed the earth moving work
necessary to create the thousands of
acres of seasonal and permanent
ponds that make up the new 3500
acre Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Many
acres of ponds were constructed,
access roads graded and rocked;
water control structures installed, and
pumps readied for the work of flood-
infg the new wetlands.

In late October thousands of
acres of seasonal wetlands were
seeded with swamp timothy, a highly
nutritious waterfowl food plant. Sev-

A Pupucanion OF THE Yoro Basin FOUNDATION

Fisa AND GAME
Moves Into YOoLo
Byprass WILDLIFE
AREA HEADQUARTERS

n January 31, 1997 the

attfactive wood and stone.

sign marking the new Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Game
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area headquar-
Yers was put in place at the entrarice '
to the facility on Chiles Road. For the
" past six months crews from Hardcraft
Builders of Sacramento, under con-
tract with the US Army Corps-of
Engineers, have  continued on page 3

u

eral hundred acres of uplands were
seeded with native perennial grasses
in November just before the rainy
season began, The 8 acre riparian
forest, planted in August, 1995, is
thriving. Some of the sycamores, cot-
tonwoods, willows, and Oregon ash
have put on seven feet of growth.
The final work to be completed
includes installation of the remaining
water control structures, grassland
-seeding and planting of riparian
areas north of the causeway. Robert
Charney, Ducks Unlimited engineer
for the project, anticipates that work
will begin in June once the flood
season is over and the roads are dry.
He estimates that work will be com-
pleted in Fall 1997. The area will
open (o the public in the fall as well.
According to Robert Charney, the
winter flooding did cause some dam-
age (o roads and pipe installations
but it was not excessive, Some flood
damage repairs will be needed, but

This building bouses the offices of State
Fish Gawe staff charged witly manag-
ing the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area.

no major earthwork is anticipated. - - \



SHORT-EARED OWL

* by Jobn Kemper

T

hort-cared owls are usually
thought of as creatures of

the arctic tundra, so it often

comes as a surprise 1o learn,
that we have them in Yolo
County. There has always been a tra-
- ditional local ‘place to see them, and
now we have a new one, as well,
Here’s how 10 see a short-eared
owl. Go out Pole'Line Road and turn
east on the road that leads to the .
Yolo County Landfill. Just before you
come to the landfill, there is a large
grassy arca.to the left, with many .
sprinkler heads. This is the traditional
place, long familiar to local birders.
There are one Or two spots
where there is enough room to park
well off the road. (The traffic on the
roadrmoves fast.) You need 1o be -
there about sunset, and then you
have {0 wait, There will probably be
some northern harriers and white-
tailed kites hunting low over the
fields, and both of these are some-
times mjistaken for short-eared owls.
Here’s what to-look for.
 First, 4 short-eared owl will have
a floppy, irregular wing beat which
some people have compared to the
flight of a moth. Second, it will have
a short, thick neck that gives it a
blunt-headed look. Then when it
passes close enough to see the
"~ whitish underwings, you will be able
to spot the large black comma-
shaped marks which occur in the
location of the so-called “wrists.”
White-tailed kites also have white
underwings with black marks at the
wrists, but they don't have that blunt-
headed look. Male harriers have
- white underwihgs but they [ack the
black tharks at the wrists, "Alsq, short-
eared owls have a narrow pale band
that extends along the trajling edge -
of the wing all the way to the outer-
most flight feathers. -
The field near the landfill is

called the “Hunt Wesson/Yolo
Audubon Hawk and Owl Reserve.” It
actually is Hunt Wesson’s place to
dispose of the effluent from their
cannery on Covell Blvd., but Hunt
Wesson has an agreement with Yolo
Audubon to manage the land to
avoid disturbance of breeding hawks
and owls. The field is attractive to
rodents, and the rodents are what
attracts the hawks and owls. '

Here’s the new place: the Yolo
Bypass Wildlife Area. Actually, for
the owls it's probably not a new
place at all, because the owls favor
open fields and marshes, just like
those in the Yolo Bypass. It’s proba-
bly only because there ate more
observers going out into the Bypass
lately that it’s become apparent that
it'is a good place for short-eared
owls. They've been seen there on
recent field trips of the Yolo Basin
Foundauon and also during the 1996
Audubon Christmas Count.

Shori- eared owls live on every
continent except Ausn‘alla In the
United States, their zone of perma-

‘nent re51dence extends through the

northern states from coast to coast.
In the bréeding season, some of the
population migrates to the Arctic,
while some of it stays put. In the

winter, some birds move south as far

as Southern California, the Guif

Coast, and Florida. Yolo County and

- the San Francisco Bay Area lie at the -

southern edge of the zone of perma-
rent residence, and some birds
breed here. During the winter, there
tends to be more of them.

Their numbers in any one Joca-
tion may fluctuate drastically,
depending upon the abundance of

- prey. In the Arctic, they hunt lem-

mings, but almost everywhere else

. their prey consists overwhelmingly of -

meadow mice, sometimes as much
as 95 percent. The rémainder con- .
sists of insecis~such as grasshoppers
and beetles, and occasionally of
small birds. For some reason, short-
eared owls in California seem to
include birds in their diet to a higher
degree than in other regions.

By the way, don't waste your

* time looking for the “earst on a

short-eared owl. I've looked for them
on a number of occasions, some-
times at fairly close range on a sitting
owl, and have never been able to
see them. Besides, those “ears” are
net ears at all. The true ears are hid-
den beneath the feathers. The ear
openings are nearly two inches long,
and provide the birds with exceed-
ingly acute hearing. One observer
(Dawkins) even claimed they can

. . hear the fodtfall of a beetle at a
hu'ndred yards.” .



‘CALIFORNIA DuUck DaAys:
- A Wetland Festzval in tbe Heomf of tbe Polczﬁc Flyway

alifornia Duck Days 1997 was

~ a great success! The fabulous
weather was ohly outdone by i

the enthusiasm of the 1,200 paqua 4

and wildlife throughout the busy
“weekend. 2 ‘~§
Duck Days was held at f.h@a,
an’s Memorial Center in Da: s
the entire complex was bu:
workshops, demonstratio
departing and arriving “field
People browsed in the Exhﬁ%é
Hall full of displays, hands
ties, and information from Org
tions working on wetlands ojéiﬁ
conservation issues. .. Cd ;2
Duck Days guests came fromia
over,California and five dlffereﬁﬁ il
states, Connecticut, Ilinois, Waslﬂ?%
ton, Pennsylvania, and Nevada. Fifty
percent of the participants live in
Yolo County while 18 percent came

ahd 16 percent from the San Francis-
co Bay Area. ; )
Children played wetland games,
bird-watched from their bikes, made
ﬁ;le boats, listened to the magic sto-
ﬁil‘;@llmg of Voice .of the Wood, and -
\pped their harlds to the Catchy
fsmger Linda Book. Blrd—

-
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| cranes flying over their
;q,s they toured the Yolo Bypass '
ifi Area People searched for

] ip snghtmgs list.including 149
% 7 mammals, 3 reptiles, and 1
tacean (falry shrimp). T he only

expertences that make up Duck
Days is-to attend next year. See

- from the greater Sacramento area

VOLUNTEERS MAKE DUCK DaAays =

- Slunteers add a personal touch» to any large
event, and a large group of terific volunteers
helped make California Duck Days run smoothly
~ for over 1,200 guests. Many of those who staffed the reg-
istration table or answered questions for the guests were -
veterans of previous Duck Days. Volunteers said they .
returned to assist because of the festive nature of the
weekend, or often because they knew their assistance
would really matter. o -

"It is encouraging to know that many people return to
E)uck Days each ‘year. From the volunteer sieering com-
mittee to the registration volunteers and field trip launch-
ers, the festival is a focal point for a community of people
to come together in order to put o1 an a festive event to
support wetlands education and wildlife. Thank you to

-the many volunteers who gave your tme and a smile,
Thanks also go to the many agency staff who donat-
ed their weekend time to the event. Staff from the Uni-
versity of California, Davis, California Departiment of Fish
and Game, U.S. Environmentai Protection Agency, 1.5,
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,

-

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Man—
agement, the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito and Vector Con-
trol District, and the City of Davis were instrumental in

-many field trips, workshops, and educational exhibits. -

Next time you go to a wildlife area or facility un by
these agencies, realize that the people working there are

" dedicated to the resources they manage whether they are
-on duty or off.

The local Yolo Audubon Society prowded outstand-
ing leaders for field trips all'over the ared - thanks to our
field trip coordinator Joan Humphrey, her predecessor -
Judy Whitcombe, and the talented group of field trip
leaders from Yolo Audubon. . 1

Finally, the California Waterfow! Association has taken
a strong role in the organizing and development of Cali-
fornia Duck Days and their partnership will ensure a cre-
ative and enduring festival in the future. Judy Yost, from

the River City Ladies Committee did a great job producing = -

thé Open House. Gregg Yarris, Mike Hall, and Mike Con-
ner worked hard to put on field trips and organize-the
successful Second Annual CWA Banquet in Davis.

!

you February 6-8, 19981 . -
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SixTH ANNUAL BUCKS FOR DUCKS A SUCCESS

hank you to our many friends
* for making the sixth annual
Bucks for Ducks fund raiser a
- great success. Over 200 people
attended the reception held at North
Davis Farms on Friday, October 4th.
Thank you to John and Judy Whit-
combe for their generous hospitality.
We are grateful for the support of the
67 individuals, community, organiza-
tions and businesses that sponsored
the event. Please see the adjoining
list of sponsors, o
The reception ended with a raftle

of wildlife art and other interesting
items. Thank you 1o the many indi-

Homestake Mining Company
Cunningham Engingering

EIP Associates

Hooper & Taylos

Tom & Carol Lumbraze
Teichert Aggregates

‘Yoio Co Flood Contiol & Water

Ken Noack, Jr

Supervisor Heten Themson

viduals, businesses and organizations
who donated raffle items: The Mus-
tard Seed, The Avid Reader, Discov-
eries, The Naturalist, The Artistic
Touch, Konditorei Austrian Pastry
Cafe, Peets Coffee, Cookie Company,
Krellenworks, Starbucks Coffee, Cali-
fornia Waterfowl Association, Corn-
flower Farms, John Lescroart,
Barbara Wells, Tom and Meg Stallard,
State Department of Fish and Game,
Moonshine Trading Company, Yolo
Audubon Society, Putah Creek Coun-
cil, Yolo Shortline Railroad, US Fish
and Wildlife Service, and artists Sher-
rie Russell Meline, Vicky Hipsley,

Bucks for Ducks Sponsors ~ October 1996

Kimberly & Scoft Kinnee
John Ot & Annette Porini
James Plumb & Associales
John Waddet! & Company
Katherine & William Owen ~

Surfate Water Resources, Inc.
Hydrologic Consultants ing
Dan & Chris Steirer

Larry Walker Associates

PR&E Properties

Harry Adamson, Thomas Quinn,
Robert Solari, Judy Whitcombe and
Keith Hansen.

- Bucks for Ducks is the Founda-
tion’s largest fund raiser of the year.
Our seven year effort on behalf of
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is suc-
cessful because of your support.

Mark your calendars now
for the next Bucks for Ducks!
Friday, October 3, 1997, 5:00 -
8:00 PM, at the new Tandem
Properties office overlooking
the beautiful Northstar Pond,

‘Woodiand Biomass Power Ud. - Rob Thayer ° EDAW, Inc.
Stepnen & Linca Sheppard.- - Ducks Unlimited California Native Plant Socrety
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan John & Judy Whitcombe Western Wild!ife Gallery

of San Francisco

Sierra View Landscape Jones & Stokes Associates
Garnilla Davis Foundation Gangressman Vic Fazio
Robin Kuiakow & Bill Julian Frank MacBride

Conservation District Borcalli and Associates Tom & Maq Stallard Los Rigs Farms Southern California Edison
Sclano Concrele Pyramid Construction John & Marsha Anderson . Teichert Foundation San Diego Gas and Electric
Novo Nordisk, Biotech Law Offices of Martha Lannihan Paul Simmans Graphic Side Design PG &E

Business & Professional Bank Ellison & Schneider Luhdorff & Scalmanini Murray, Burns & Kientan -~ Roger & Claudia Salquist

Brian Sway & Susanne Rockwell Wast Davis Associates Lois and Bruce Wolk California Waterfowl Associat:on Bill Streng

First Northern Bank of Dixpn De Cuir & Somach Putah Creak Councit Dangermond & Associates, Ing. Pacific Flyway Cecoy Association
Calfes & Yaung Jerry & Teresa Kaneko Yoo Audubon Sociely Califernia Truckers Asscciation

Charles & Shirley Lillard Carbanhai & Co

Yoro BasiIN FOUNDATION
REeCEIVES BSTUARY AWARD

n October 12, 1996 the
Yolo Basin Foundation
- was given an award for

Outstanding Implementation Pro- -

ject for-the Comprehensive Con-
servation Management Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Estuary.
The award was given by Friends
of the San Francisco Bay Estuary
and presented at the State of the
Estuary Conference at the Pre-
sidio. Yolo Basin Foundation
‘executive director Robin
Kulakow also participated in the
Innovative Lacal Restoration
Efforts Session as a panelist,

By Mike Connor

he Davis Wetlands earth-

work is close to completion.

All the ponds, islands and
riparian areas have been excavat-
ed. This winter each wetland uait
filled with rainwater and attracted
a few hundred tundra swans and
several species of ducks. Presently,
there is still a little water lefi
{much to the delight of several

species of shorebirds e.g. dowitch-

ers, dunlin, American avocets,
black-necked stilts, and least sand-

‘Davis WETLANDS UPDATE

i

pipers). I saw the year’s first white-
faced ibises out there about the
beginning of March!
 This Spring and Suramer we’ll

install water control structures,
pumps anda channel to convey
stormiwater to'the site. We'll also be
working on preparing the site for
native vegetation implementation
which is slated for the Fali.

- Mike Connor is a biologist with
the City of Davis, Public Works
Department,
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CALIFORNIA Duck Days:

-

A Wetland Festwal in t/oe Heart of the Pacific Flyway

alifornia Duck Days 1997 was

'~ a great success! The fabulous
weather was ohly cutdone by

the enthusmsm of the 1,200 partici- -,

'Weekend

Duck Days was held at th@z
an’s Memorial Center in Da;vig
the entire complex was buzgz
workshops, demonstrauoﬁSg
departing and arriving field *
People browsed in the Exfn
Hall full of displays, hancls ,
ties, and information from Ofg

conservation issues. .

Duck Days guests came ffdé%ﬁ
over,California and five dszeréﬁﬁ
~ slates, Connectzcut Illmms ‘\Y/’aé"

percem of the part1c1pants hve in - o
~ Yolo County while 18 percent came
* from the greater Sacramento area

ahd 16 percent from the San Franas—
co Bay Area. :
Children played wetland games,
ird-watched from their bikes, made

S -
Vi S b e e

§g
3 §§-m1e boats, listened to the magic sto-
giggg%gueeﬂmg of Voice of the Wood, and -
i ed their hands to the caichy

64 of singer Linda Book. Bird-
g‘i@m enjoyed hundreds of noisy
ﬂJ; cranes flying, over their

&gﬁ‘t of a bald eagle while tour-

; f‘fﬁé lands.

;1‘ itotaled 160 different wildlife

" s were recorded on the offi-

zﬁﬁup sightings list including 149

i ,Efé 7 mammals, 3 reptiles, and 1
L ﬁstacean (fairy shrimp). The only

it f way to sharé in the countless

i experiences that make up Duck

#° Days is-to attend next year. See

§
[
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you February 6-8, 1998! -

VOLUNTEERS MAKE DUCK DAYS o

- olunteers add a personal touch to 4any large
event, and a large group of terrific volunteers
helped make California Duck Days run smoothly

" for over 1,200 guests. Many of those wlio staffed the reg-
. istration table or answered questions for the guests were
veterans of previous Duck Days. Volunteers said they -
returned to assist because of the festive nature of the
weekend, or often because they knew their assistance
would really matter. - - -

~ It is encouraging to know that many people return to
Buck Days each year. From the volunteer steering com-
mlttee to the registration volunteers and field trip launch-
ers, the festival is a focal point for a comrmunity of people
to come together in order to put ori an a festive event to
support wetlands education and wildlife. Thank you to
the many volunteers who gave your time and a smile.

Thanks also go to the many agency staff who donat-

ed their weekend time to the event. Staff from the Unj-
versity of California, Davis, California Department of Fish
and Game, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1J.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Buredu of Reclamation,

.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv;ce U.S. Bureau of Land Man—

agement, the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito and Vector Con-
trol District, and the City of Davis were instrumental in

-many field trips, workshops, and educational exhibits. -

Next time you go to a wildlife area or facility run by
these agencies, realize that the people working thére are”

" dedicated to the resources they manage whether they are

on duty or off.

The local Yolo Audubon Society prov1decl outstand-
ing leaders for field trips all' over the ared - thanks to our
field trip coordinator Joan Humphrey, her predecessor .
Judy Whitcombe, and the talented group of field trip
leaders from Yolo Audubon, i '

Finally, the California Waterfow] Association has taken
a strong role in the organizing and development of Cali-
fornia Duck Days and their partership will ensure a cre-
ative and enduring festival in the future. Judy Yost, from
the River City Ladies Committee did a great job producing
the Open House. Gregg Yarris, Mike Hall, and Mike Con-
ner worked hard t put on field tips and organizethe
successful Second Annual CWA Banquet in Davis.
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" GisELLE’S BRDING
TOUR BENEFITS |
~ Duck DAays

n conjunction with sponsorship of
I California Duck Days, Giselle’s

Travel introduced professionally
escorted gv‘mt_er birding trips to Costa
Rica. These trips will financially bene-
fit California Ducks Days. The travel
company, which has an office in
Davis, denated a large Duck Days
banner to the festival that will be used
for. many. years to direct people to the

festival headquarters. Anyone interest-~

ed in the Costa Rica trip or other eco-
tours may call Giselle’s at 756-7770.

THANK YOU Duck DAYS DONORS

olo Basin Foundation and-
i the Duck Days Steering
’ Commiittee would like to
thank the following donors for their
generous contributions to this edu-
cational event: Sierra Club Califor-
nia, the City of Davis, NovoNordisk
Biotech Inc., Business & Profession-
- al Bank, U.S. Bureau of Reclama-

tion, Giselle’s Tra_Vel, PG&E |~

Duck DAYS

/
PANCAKES
'FOR DUCKS

unday morning at Duck Days
‘S‘was full of activity and good
: 7 food, as the Pioneer PTA
served up pancakes and other
~ breakfast treats for 300 guests. The
Club Room was decorated with
‘bright balloons and wetland theme
" center pieces made by each Class at
" Pioneer School.
 The proceeds of this PTA com-
munity service event were donated

- to Yolo ‘Basin Foundation to be
- specifically used for wetland related

activities that benefit children.

i

Properties, Ellison & Schneider,

- Delta Wetlands Properties, EIP Asso-

ciates, Pioneer School PTA,

 Conaway Ranch, Ramada Inn, Mod-

ern Art Graphics, Eagle Optics, The
Paint Chip, Tandem Properties, The
Printer, and The Mustard Seed.
Financial and in-kind support from
these generous donors made Cali-
fornia Duck Days fly strong.

ra

CELEBRATES PARTNERSHIPS

- -s the proud sponsoring Orga—

A nization of Duck Days, Yolo
Basin Foundation would like

to recognize the cooperative efforts
of the steering committee members
and the other participating organiza-
tions that made the many Duck, -
Days activities possible.

“'Together these 65 organizations
put together a diverse set of field
trips, workshops, demonstrations and
displays illustrating the many facets
of Ceniral valley wetlands and the
people working to manage and con-

. serve these resources for the future.

Recognition goes to the 1997

Duck Days steering committee mem-
bers: Ann Brice, Cache Creek Con- .
servancy, Joyce Guistein, University
of California, Davis, Joan Humphrey
and Judy Whitcombe, Yolo Audubon

_Society, Gregg Yarris, California

Waterfow] Association, Bruce For-
man, California D\epamrtmem of Fish
and Game, Robin Kulakow, Yolo
Basin Foundation, Bob Schneider,

“Sierra Club California, Kathleen -

Stephens, Virginia Mahacek, and
Duck Days coordinator, Liz Merry.
Welcome to new 1998 sieering com-
mittee members Mike Connor, City of
Davis and Alida MorZenti, UC Davis.
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" DEMONSTRATION

WETLAND COMING
1O F1sH AND GAME
HEADQUARTERS

y this summer construction -
B will be underway for a one

acre demonstration wetland
located adjacent to the new Fish .
and Game headquarters. This Yolo
Basin Foundation project is funded
through grants from California :
Waterfow] Association and US Fish
and Wildlife Service. The CWA 4

. grant is funded by their new Her- |

itage Sprig youth membership pro-
gram. The first 100 members of this
new membership category will be
directly supporting the demonstra-
tion wetland project and will have
their names on a special plaque
displayed at the headquarters. The
Foundation was awafded a chal-
lenge cost share grant from the US
Fish and Wildlife Service to match
the CWA funds. These funds will be

" used to purchase pipe, irrigation

supplies, and other materials.
Thank you to Dave Patterson of
CWA for assisting with the funding
of this project. Additional funding
for children’s educational materials
was donated by the Pioneer PTA -
from proceeds of their Duck Days

- pancake breakfast.

The pond design is based on -
conceptual plans developed by the.
US Army Corps of Engineers as part
of the original design of the Fish
and Game headquarters. Due to
budget constraints the demonstra-
tion wetland component of the
design was unfunded and now will
be constructed under the auspices
of the Yolo Basin Foundation. Grad-
ing and installation of water control
structures will be done by Fish'and

- Game wildlife area personnel. Miki

Fujitsubo, landscape architect with

the Corps, will provide design detail.
Andy Bale and Bob Smith with Larry
Walker Associ- - continued on page 8
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DEMONSTRATION WETLAND...
continued from page 7

ates, consulting engineers, will do the
surveying and staking as volunteers.
Native grass plugs for a perenrital
grassland surroundmg the pond will
be donated by Hedgerow Farms.
Craig Thamsen, a range scientist with
UC.Davis, will provrde native forbs
“for attracting butterflies and other

beneficial insects. Paul Hofmann, Fish

and Game biologist, and Robert Char-
ney, Ducks Unlimited engineer, will

" Jon THE Yoro DASIN fOUNDATION

I would like to become a friend of the Yolo Basin
Foundation. Enclosed is a donation of:

Qs25 %35 %50 100

provide technical assistance, The
demeonstration wetland will be mod-
eled after the larger ponds in the Yolo
Bypass Wildlife Area and will serye as
an easily accessible outdoor class-
room for students of alt ages. There
will be observation areasand a trail
accessing the pond for closer study.
All vegetation will be native plants
typical of Central Valley wetlands and
-riparian areas, providing an excellent

Boarp of DIRECTORS -
CHAIRMAN: PAUL STMMONS
Vice Chair: Brian Sway
Secretary: Robin Kulakow

-opportunity for students to become

familiar with the plants at a conve-
nient study site, This project will be

an integral part of the Foundation’s

school outreach programs. It is anoth-
er example of a successful Yolo Basin
partnership providing habitat and
educational resources for the commu-
nity. Look for upcoming announce-
ments recruiting volunteers for

* planting days this Fall and Winter.

.
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BUILDING ON SUCCESS

The Foundation has a proven record of success. Our efforts
have been recognized in many ways. In August 1995, over 150
people attended a groundbreaking celebration at the Yolo Ba-
sin Wetlands site. There the Foundation was presented with a
National Wetlands Conservation Award from the US Fish and
wildlife Service. At that ceremony, Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt lauded our success at creating the largest wet-

lands restoration project west of the Everglades,

Other awards to the Foundation include the Award for Excel-
lence in nonprofit management given by the San Francisco
based Management Center and The People at Chevron. At the
State of Estuary Conference in October, 1996, the Foundation

3

was recognized for outstanding implementation of the Co
prehensive Conservation Management Plan for the'San Fr.
cisco Bay Estuary.

Now that the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Areaj

to share this spectacular resource witk

PO Box 943
Davis, CA 95617
(916)756-7248

Contact: Robin Kulakow, executive director

Tax Status: 301(c)3 nonprofit pﬁblic benefit corpora.tion; Tax ID # 68-0230311
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hen you drive on Interstate 80 east toward the

Yolo Causeway between Davis and Sacramento,

you may observe the large sign identifying the
Yolo Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logos of the
many Yolo Basin partners marks the location of one
of the nation’s most exciting developments in nature
conservation and public education. The Yolo Basin
Wetlands, officially known as the Yolo Bypass State
Wildlife Area, is the largest public/private restoration
project in the West. 3,500 acres of land in the Yolo
Bypass floodway are under conversion to wetlands
and other habitats.

Yolo Basin Foundation (Foundation) was founded in
1990 as a community based organization to assist in
the establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The
Foundation is a non profit public benefit corporation
dedicated to educating and inspiring people about
wetlands and wildlife of the Central Valley. The 16
member board of directors represents a diverse group
of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conserva-
tion to local government and the business community.
It is universally credited with being the driving force
behind the partnership that led 1o the creation of the
Yolo Basin Wetlands project.

A principal goal of the Foundation is environmental
education in the context of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area. Now that the restoration of the wildlife area is
nearly complete, the Foundation is ready to move for-
ward with its educational mission. We are gearing up
to recruit and train a new cadre of volunteers who will
serve as dacents to provide opportunities for hundreds
of students from throughout the region to experience
the new wildlife area first hand. The new “Discover

the Flyway, program for schools” is slated to begin in

Fepruary 1997

Fall 1997. In addition, a committee is evaluating the
planning steps necessary to build a visitor center.

olo Basin Foundation continues as the communi-

cation link between the many people and organi-

zations involved in creating and managing the
Wildlife Area. Educational programs under-way include:
sponsoring the fourth annual California Duck Days - a
three day waterfowl and wetlands festival in the heart
of the Pacific Flyway to be held February 14,-16, 1997,
publishing the Yolo Flyway newsletter; bringing wet-
lands education into the schools with our “Wild About
Wetlands” kits; and, introducing people to the natural
places in the community through field trips. This year
we are offering tours of the wildlife area once a month
in partnership with Yolo Audubon Society.

The establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area

-and the work of the Foundation has been widely re-

garded as a model for planning and completion of other
wetland projects, The bypass is a key component of
the habitat restoration planned as part of the Cal/Fed
Bay Delta Accord process now underway, and is a vital
element of the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture's
habitat restoration goals. The Foundation will be an
important local player in implementing these many

plans.
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